
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  The 5 Regions of the United States                                               Unit: 3 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth                                                              Timeline:  January thru May 

Unit Summary 

The students will learn that the United States is made of five regions.  They will be able identify and locate the states 

and capitals within a given region.  Students will also learn that each region is unique, having its own climate, type of 

landform, natural resources, vegetation and housing.   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Technology, Language Arts (soil request letters, reading of Sign 

of the Beaver), Science (collection and comparison of soil samples) 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

Unit Rationale  

The students will acquire an understanding to respond to the question: How does where we live effect how 

we live? Knowing about places is an important part of geography. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural differences. 

 Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of resources and 

technology. 

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation. 

 Personal, family, and community history is a source of information for individuals about the people and 

places around them. 

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different 

cultural groups living in the United States. 

 Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and evaluating our 
history. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 

problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater efficiency. 

 Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and global communication. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
 6.1.4.B.10  Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain 

how maps, globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible 
cultural differences. 

6.1.4.C.14  Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources, 

climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force have played in economic opportunities. 



6.1.4.C.15  Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New 
Jersey and the United States. 

   6.1.4.D.7  Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New Jersey 
government.  

   6.1.4.D.8  Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.  

   6.1.4.D.9  Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals. 

6.1.4.D.11  Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for 
changes.  

6.1.4.D.14  Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 

6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American 
identity. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster creative 
thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1  Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing tasks in 
different settings (at home, in school, and during play).  

9.1.4.E.2  Demonstrate effective communication using digital media during classroom activities. 

 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How does where we live effect how we live? 

 Why talk about regions? 

 What makes places unique? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 There are five regions in the United States. 

 Each region in unique and has its own climate, type of 
landform, natural resources, vegetation and housing. 

 Identify what makes each region unique. 

 Identify and locate states within a given region and 
their capitals. 

 Locate places on a map using longitude and latitude. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Locate and identify the states and capitals of all the states in each region. 

 Identify the landforms, resources, landmarks, vegetation and housing of these regions. 

 Describe and demonstrate different ways to measure distance. 

 Estimate distance between two places on a map using scale miles. 

 Locate places as per their time zones, longitude and latitude. 

 Identify the distribution and characteristics of populations in different regions of New Jersey and the United 
States. 

 Describe the development and communication networks in New Jersey and the United States. 

 Discuss factors in development of cities (transportation, food, religion, etc. in each region) 
 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 
 Determine locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 
 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial patterns and 

information about people, places, regions, and environments. 
 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

As we study each region, an end of region assessment is given.  Included on the assessment is the knowing 

the states, capitals and location of the region(s) previously studied. Students are also required to research a 

given state and complete a postcard from a state in that region.  This assessment must include:  the 

resources, points of interest, state flower, bird, and flag.  

 

Equipment needed: laptops, SMARTboard, internet links, desk maps, ELMO, interactive maps  

Teacher Instructional Resources: Harcourt Brace Social Studies text, states and regions, related activity 

book, New Jersey Text, individual state books, World Book on-line, school librarian 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Interactive state location map- how many can 

you place within a given time frame? 

 Letters to relatives to send soil samples from 

around the country to use in a comparison 

study of soil. 

  Individual state presentations/gathering of  

data from World Book 

   Chapter tests from textbooks and activity packets 

 

 

Integration of Technology: United Streaming / videos on the regions, 

Elmo to project maps, interactive maps, laptops for publishing of work 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

http://www.pibmug.com/files/map_test.swf     
 
http://www.mrnussbaum.com/united_states/fifty_states.htm 

 

http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usacapquiz.html  

 

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g2_u2/index.html 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:   

On-going:  Types of state presentations can vary from creation of post card to PowerPoints to reports 

Types of practice for state location  

Letter writing to relatives for soil samples in the USA 

Study guides and flash cards to memorize material 

 

Teacher Notes:     

Utilize computer lab or laptops for whole class, interactive map work 

 

http://www.pibmug.com/files/map_test.swf
http://www.mrnussbaum.com/united_states/fifty_states.htm
http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/usacapquiz.html
http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g2_u2/index.html

